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As a citizen of the Commonwealth of Virginia | would like to urge the legislature to pass
legislation to accept federal funding for expanded Medicaid coverage. Right now Virginia does
not provide medical assistance for all people in need of support. It is estimated that with
expansion if accepted the state could cover 40% of the uninsured. Think what that would mean
to those families who do not now receive medical help. Those of us who are fortunate enough
to be able to afford coverage cannot imagine living in a family without some kind of medical
services wheniill.

There are those who use hospital emergency rooms and this costs our economy more in medical
spending than is necessary if these people were covered. The federal government would pay the
costs of expansion for the first 3 years and so our state is leaving our taxpayers' money on the
table for others to use.

Please explain to our citizens who are concerned for the well-being of all Virginians why you have
not accepted the program. | am ashamed to be a Virginian. Virginia appears to be uncaring and
foolish in the eyes of other US citizens whose states are participating.

Yours truly,

Martha P. Foster
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