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26 September 2013
Dear Medicaid Innovation and Reform Commission;

[ truly hope your task is taken seriously. [ pray you recognize the seriousness of
denying Medicaid benefits to those who are most vulnerable and at risk. [ want to
tell my congregants that our elected leaders in Virginia are serious about supporting
those with mental health challenges, those who struggle daily to find work, and
those with physical disabilities.

In addition to my 340 members, 80 children and dozens of friends, I also serve on
the Advisory Council for the Joe and Fredona Gartlan Center for Community Mental
Health. Every month [ hear about the struggles in our community of those who
desperately need better health care coverage. Their lives on are the line.

[ won't list all the economic benefits; [ suspect you've already seen the studies. |
won’t list all the numbers of those who don’t have any health care coverage in
Virginia; [ suspect you've seen them. This is a moral issue with serious implications
for the integrity of the common good we are all endeavoring to create. When any
one of us is hurting, we all are.

Please have the courage to make Virginia one of the best states in the country. Help
make us a state where both independence and community are held in high value.
Help bring us out of the days when we turn our backs on those crying for help.

Please expand our Medicaid coverage.

Sincerely,

Rev. Kate R. Walker
Mt. Vernon Unitarian Church





